
Diploma Progression Routes: Hair and Beauty Studies

Entry 
level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 
4-6

Entry level Certifi cate
Hair and Beauty

Introduction to Science

GCSEs D-G

Health and Social Care, 
Biology, Chemistry, 
Applied Science, PE

GCSEs *A-C

Health and Social 
Care, Biology, 

Chemistry, Applied 
Science, PE, Media 

Studies

A levels AS/A2

Biology, Chemistry, 
Sports Studies, Health 

and Social Care, 
Applied Science, 
Business Studies, 

Media Studies

University of Huddersfi eld

Events Management, Podiatry, Holistic Therapy, 
Retail Marketing, Management

VTCT NVQ 1

Hairdressing
Beauty Therapy

VTCT NVQ 2
Hairdressing, Beauty 

Therapy, Nail Services, 
Holistic Therapy

BTEC National 
Diploma

Beauty Therapy, 
Health Studies, Sport 
and Exercise Science

Foundation Diploma

(equivalent to 5 GCSEs)
Hair and Beauty Studies

Higher Diploma

(equivalent to 7 
GCSEs)

Hair and Beauty 
Studies

Advanced Diploma

(equivalent to 3.5 
A levels)

Hair and Beauty 
Studies

Bradford College

Beauty Therapy 
Management, Refl exology, 

Creative Hairdressing, 
Make-up Artistry and 

Special Make-up Effects, 
Aromatherapy 

Apprenticeships

(16 years plus)
Hairdressing, Nail 

Services

e2e

Hairdressing

Advanced 
Apprenticeship

(16 years plus)
Beauty Therapy, 
Hairdressing, Nail 
Services, Barber

York College

Beauty, Holistic and Spa 
Treatments, Media Make-up

Please note: Course details and entry requirements need to be checked with each 
individual institution.  This is not a list of all courses on offer, just examples.

Leeds Met 
University
Osteopathy
Acupuncture

HND, Foundation Degree or Degree

VTCT Diploma

Holistic Therapy


